
 

                                      
 

Girls in Physics Breakfasts 
 

How many:  Eight.  One at Monash University, one in each of Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, 
Warrnambool, Mildura and Wodonga and a final one in central Melbourne.   

Who for:  Girls in Years 10 to 12. 
No of students: Max of 12 students per regional school, but 6 per Melbourne school. 
What happens:  The students share a table with two or three women at various stages of a career in 

science or engineering.  The students have a chance to ask questions about their careers 
and what study at university is like.   

 A student: 'I was talking to a guest at my table and her career sounded so amazing.  

Then I realised that in 8 years that could be me.  I got so excited.' 
 

  There is also an address by a prominent scientist, who will talk about her area of 
interest at a level appropriate to her audience. 

 

 After the talk, the students and guests participate in activities on careers in STEM. 
Times: 7:30 am start.  The event finishes at 10:00am. 
Cost: $15 per student with first teacher free.  Discount is available. 
Discount: Because of generous funding from the Laby Foundation, a discounted fee of $5 is 

available to schools with a low ICSEA score.  Check the website for details about 
how to obtain the discount. 

Bookings: Through Trybooking with a credit card.  The Trybooking links for each event are on 
the Vicphysics website: https://www.vicphysics.org/girls/ 

 

Dates, Venues and Speakers 

• 10th March, Mildura Speaker: Dr Susie Sheehy, University of Melbourne and Oxford University, 
Topic: Colliding worlds: Using particle physics to cure cancer. 

• 13th March, Ballarat Speaker: Hilary Wilson, Bureau of Meteorology, Topic: Measuring the 
atmosphere to predict the weather 

• 18th March, Geelong Speaker: Dr Elizabeth Hinde, University of Melbourne, Topic: Using 
fluorescence to observe DNA in a living cell 

• 17th April, Wodonga Speaker: Dr Judy Hart, University of  New South Wales, Topic: Developing 
new materials for renewable energy 

• 1st May, Warrnambool Speaker Emeritus Prof Frances Separovic AO, University of Melbourne, 
Topic: MRI of Molecules: Biophysics meets Cell Chemistry 

• 15th May, Bendigo Speaker: Dr Gail Iles, RMIT, Topic: Human spaceflight and science in space 

• 2nd June, Monash University Speaker: Dr Dianne Ruka, Monash University, Topic: Future 
Computing and Low Energy Electronics. 

• Late July, Central Melbourne The date, venue and speaker are yet to be finalised. 
 

Check the website, https://www.vicphysics.org/girls/ for further details and flyers to promote the events 
in your school. 
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Saturday program: 

Excursion tasters and  

Medical Physics In-Service 
The Excursion tasters to the Synchrotron and 
to VSSEC, as well as the Peter MacCallum 
Medical Physics In-Service needed to have 
been booked when you registered. 
 

They are usually fully booked, so please do 
not turn up on the off chance. 
 

Physics Days at Luna Park 

Tuesday - Friday,  

3rd March - 6th March 
Cost: $27.50 per student.  Teachers ride for free.  
To make a booking go to the Luna Park website 
https://lunapark.com.au/event/vce-physics-days/ 
and scroll down to find the booking form. 
 

For details of the worksheets, etc, check  
https://www.vicphysics.org/lunapark/  
 

The programs run from 10:00am to 2:00pm.   
 

One Pasco datalogger per school can also be 
booked through Ciderhouse.  Vests are also 
available for phones with apps such as 
SparkVue. 
 

There is a new ride this year, it is rotating 
swing, 30 metres above the ground. 

 

Beginning Teachers' In-Service 
Vicphysics is keen to assist new physics 
teachers.   
 

An in-service program of full day in-service 
will be held on Tuesday, 31st March at Kew 
High School.  The event is free, but a payment 
for lunch would be greatly appreciated. Travel 
assistance is also available for country 
participants. 
 

Check https://www.vicphysics.org/begin.html 
for details of the program and how to register. 
 

Workshops for Lab Techs on  

Years 7 – 10 Physics 
Vicphysics is offering a program of workshops 
on Monday, 14th September at Camberwell 
Grammar School.  The cost is $60. 
 

For program details and how to register heck 
https://www.vicphysics.org/labtech.html . 

Physics Photo and Video Contests 
Open to students in Victorian schools.   
 

The photos and videos should involve everyday 
situations that may demonstrate a variety of 
physics concepts or a set up to show a particular 
physics concept or related set of concepts. 
 

Each prize pool: up to $1000 
 

Details about the Rules and Entry Agreement for 
the Contests can be found at 
https://www.vicphysics.org/photocontest.html 
and at 
https://www.vicphysics.org/videocontest.html  
 

Closing Date: Photos will be accepted until the 
Friday of the first week of Term 4. 
 

Unit 2 Practical Investigation  

Poster Competition 
To encourage students to undertake topics of 
some depth, to design effective experimental 
designs and then thoroughly analyse their data, 
the Vicphysics Teachers' Network is offering 
up to 10 prizes for posters that exemplify quality 
investigations. 
 

Lists of possible topics and templates for the 
design of the poster are available at 
https://www.vicphysics.org/practicalactivities/  
 

Prizes: Each prize will be a book voucher for 
$100. There will be a maximum of 10 prizes. 
 

Criteria: Each prize winner must satisfy all of 
the following criteria: 

• an innovative topic 

• a comprehensive set of variables 

• a detailed procedure 

• precise measurements across wide range of 
values 

• a thorough data analysis 

• an insight into the physical meaning of the 
results 

• an effective communication design. 
More details and previous posters are at  
https://www.vicphysics.org/poster.html 

 



Vicphysics Teachers' Network 

What do we do? 
 

Vicphysics is a group of physics teachers, both 
current and retired, teacher educators and 
academics.  The group sees its role as supporting 
physics teachers and physics teaching, and it also 
seeks to encourage student participation in 
physics. 
 
The group meets monthly after school to work 
for physics in the following areas:-  

• Liaising with VCAA on curriculum, 

• Distributing an email newsletter to physics 
teachers several times each term, 

• Preparing a detailed written review of the 
VCE Physics Exam, 

• Planning the annual Physics Teachers 
Conference in association with STAV, 

• Planning and managing PD activities, 

• Organising physics activities for secondary 
school students, such as the VCE Physics 
Days at Luna Park, 

• Administering a website of resources for 
teachers: www.vicphysics.org, 

• Surveying physics teachers on their 
qualifications, teaching experience and 
retirement plans, 

• Undertaking research on student 
participation in VCE Physics. 

Vicphysics Email Newsletter 
 

Vicphysics maintains an email list of physics 
teachers.  Currently there are over 1000 
addresses on the list.  The list is used to send out 
regular email newsletters.   
 
If you would like to be on the email list, please 
send an email to vicphys@vicphysics.org 
 

The newsletter contains information on: 

• Events for students, such as talks and 
competitions, 

• Events for teachers, such as PD activities 
and general interest lectures, 

• New resources for teaching physics, such as 
useful websites and curriculum material, and 

• Recent physics research that might interest 
teachers or provide an applications link to 
VCE content. 

 

The newsletter has been running for several 
years now, so the cumulative file of useful 
resources is quite extensive and they are grouped 
by Area of Study.  The document of 300 items 
can be downloaded from:  
https://www.vicphysics.org/news/  
 

Similarly the physics research items have been 
compiled and indexed by the relevant Area of 
Study.  The research stories can be used to 
enhance teaching or promotional material on 
classroom display boards.  These can be 
accessed at the above address. 
 

 
Regular attendees at Vicphysics Meetings: 

Gary Cohen Retired 
Jane Coyle St Columba's College 
Rachel Gore Albert Park College 
Sue Grant Retired 
Theo Hughes Monash University 
Deepa Jain Kew High School 
Sandor Kazi Melbourne Girls' College 
Sandy Law McKinnon Secondary College 
Dr John Long Deakin University 

Dr Barbara McKinnon Kew High School 
Dan O'Keeffe Retired 
Alan Reynolds Retired 
Frances Sidari Lakeview College 
Terry Tan Our Lady of Sion College 
Paul Walters Swinburne Secondary College 
Robin Wang Preshil School 
Dianne Wilkinson Box Hill High School

 
 

 

Vicphysics Teachers' Network 

This year the group meets at St Columba’s College, Essendon, normally on the second Wednesday of 

the month from 5:30pm – 7:30pm.  Meetings are open to any physics teacher.  If you would like to 

attend, please contact the secretary at sec@vicphysics.org 
 

To inquire about any of the events listed here, contact Vicphysics at vicphys@vicphysics.org
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